
By the end of the book, Junior learns that his identity has 

more layers than he initially thought, but also that those 

layers coexist functionally.  
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In the beginning of the book, as Junior is introducing 

himself and providing some setup for the story, he says: 

“Everybody on the rez calls me a retard about twice a 

day” (4). This shows that he is resigned to being less 

than everyone else, and that he doesn’t think very highly 

of himself.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

After Mr. P talks to him, Junior decides he needs to go to 

a better school. “I want to go to Reardan” (45). Here, 

Junior makes the decision which eventually causes 

changes to his identity and sets him on a better course.  

 

 



After Junior has been going to Reardan for a while, he 

says: “I felt like two different people inside of one body” 

(61). He is clearly having conflicts over his identity. He is 

not sure which part of him, his white side or his indian 

side, is the ‘real’ side. As it turns out, both sides are the 

‘real’ side, and together they make up a new side 

entirely, which is a layer of Junior’s changed identity. 

 

 

 

 

 

Near the end of the book, Junior resolves that he will not 

be deterred from the path he feels is the right one. “And I 

was making an attempt, too. And maybe it would kill me, 

too, but I knew that staying in the rez would have killed 

me, too” (216). He is so much less self-disrespecting 

than he was at the beginning and he shows he has some 

hope for the future. 

 

 


